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MOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND MASTER  

WILLIAM FRANK LOTT   

 

William Frank Lott was born in Binghamton, New York, on Easter of 

1943 (April 25 th ) to Audley Brooks Lott and Ermal Fuller Lott.  (Both 

now deceased).   He received his early education in the Montrose area 

schools receiving his high school diploma in 1961 from the Montrose 

Area High School in Montrose, Pennsylvania.  He holds a Bachelor  of 

Science in Agricultural Economics from the Pennsylvania State 

University (1965); Master of Experimental Statistics from the North 

Carolina State University, Raleigh (1967); and Doctor of Philosophy in 

Economics and Statistics from the North Carolina St ate University, 

Raleigh (1969).   

 

He was employed by the Department of Economics, University of 

Connecticut, Storrs for 42 years where he fully retired as Associate 

Professor Emeritus in 2011.  During his career, he contributed to the 

teaching of both und ergraduate and graduate students and carried out 

research in numerous aspects of economics including the area of 

developmental economics.  He received the University of Connecticutõs 

Gallo Award for the use of technology in teaching  

 

His religious life wh ile in Connecticut centered around the Storrs and 

North Coventry Congregational Churches.  He now attends St. Martinõs 

Episcopal Church in Selbyville, Delaware.   

  

On June 20, 1964, he was united in marriage to the former Barbara 

Louise Fisher of Landenbe rg, Pennsylvania.  Barbaraõs parents, George 

Jordan Reeve Fisher and Margaret Kelley Fisher (Step Mother) and 

natural mother, Irene Lucy Starratt are all deceased.   

  

The Lottõs residence from 1969 to 1988 was Coventry, Connecticut 

where they raised their  three children:  Edward Andrew, now living in 

Mashpee, Massachusetts with his wife Amy Fish and daughters Sarah 

and Abigail; Carolyn Retta Lott Walton who resides in Elizabeth City, 

North Carolina with her children, Hannah, Audrey, and Chandler; and 

Robert who resides in Commerce Township, Michigan with his wife 

Annette Loisllle and her youngest son Alex.  From 1988 to 1998 the 

Lottõs resided in Storrs, Connecticut; and from 1998 to 2010 their 

residence was at Amston Lake, Connecticut.  After retirement th e Lottõs 

moved to Dagsboro, Delaware where they presently reside.   

 

Bill's Masonic travels began as he followed in the footsteps of his father 

by joining Warren Lodge 240, Montrose, Pennsylvania on December 28 th  

1966 when he was raised a Master Mason. Fam ily moves and the 

opportunity to join Barbara in other fraternal organizations prompted 

his affiliation with Uriel Lodge No. 42, Merrow, Connecticut in 1974 

where he served as Master in 1982. A search for a more convenient 
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meeting time prompted a move to E astern Star Lodge No. 44 Windham, 

Connecticut where he served as Master in 1997. With the move to 

Delaware, Bill again moved his membership to Ashlar Lodge 332, 

located at Masonicare's Ashlar Village. In Delaware, Bill became a 

member of the Delaware Lodge  of Research and served it as Master in 

2015-2016. He served on several Grand Lodge of Connecticut 

Committees including Strategic Planning where he served for two years 

as Chairman and the PEG Committee.  He has also served the Grand 

Lodge as Associate Grand Marshal in 1995 to 1997; as District Deputy 

for Masonic District 9B 2004 to 2006; and as Associate Grand Treasurer 

from  2006 to 2011.  

 

His Masonic efforts have been dedicated to York Rite Masonry where his 

travels began in 1972 when he joined Orient Ch apter 42 Royal Arch 

Masons, Stafford Springs, Connecticut serving as Most Excellent High 

Priest in 1976 and 1992. He was anointed as a Companion of the Order 

of High Priesthood in 1976. With the closing of Orient Chapter he joined 

Trinity Chapter 9, North Windham, Connecticut. He served as Grand 

High Priest for the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Connecticut 

1988 - 1989 and as Grand Treasurer from 2000 -2011.  For his service to 

Royal Arch Masonry in particular and Masonry in general, he was 

awarded th e General Grand Chapter Meritorious Service Award in 

Bronze in 1994.  After moving to Delaware, Bill took a dual membership 

with Hope Chapter No. 7 in Georgetown, Delaware.  He currently serves 

the Chapter as Secretary.  

 

In 1973, he joined Adonirom Council  14 Royal and Select Masters, 

Rockville / Ellington, Connecticut serving as Thrice Illustrious Master 

in 1984 and received the Order of the Silver Trowel in the same year. 

After a family move and again searching for a more convenient meeting 

night, Bill jo ined Olive Branch Council 10 (now Montgomery Council 2 

by merger), North Windham, Connecticut serving as Thrice Illustrious 

Master in 2003 and 2004.  Bill is now a dual member in Joppa Council 

No. 3 in Georgetown.  He served Joppa Council as Illustrious Ma ster in 

2013, and is currently the Recorder.  On recommendation of the 

members of Joppa Council, Bill entered the Grand Line of the Grand 

Council of Cryptic Masons on Delaware as Grand Captain of the Guard 

in 2012.  In March, 2016, He was installed as Most  Illustrious Grand 

Master of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of Delaware.  

 

In 1973 he joined St. John's Commandery No. 11, Windham, 

Connecticut serving as Commander in 1978 -1979; Prelate; and Recorder 

2004-2011. As a Past Commander he was initiated in the Knight 

Crusaders of the East where here served as Knight in the East in 2003. 

During his travels as a Grand Commandery Officer in Connecticut about 

the Northeast Department, he became a member of Pennsylvania's 

Chapter of Knight Preceptors. When Delawa re decided to form its own 

chapter of Knight Preceptors, Bill was a charter member and became 
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the chapter's first Preceptor. He served the Grand Commandery of 

Connecticut as Grand Treasurer in 1989 - 1995 and again from 2006 -

2011. He served as Grand Comman der in 2004 -2005.  For his service, he 

was award by the Grand Encampment with Knight Commander of the 

Temple Award in 1999.  After moving to Delaware, Bill took a dual 

membership with St. Andrew's Commandery No. 2 in Dover.  He is 

currently serving them as  Treasurer.  In 2012, then Right Eminent 

Grand Commander John Hiott made Bill an Honorary Past Grand 

Commander of Delaware.  

 

He is a member of the bodies of the Scottish Rite in the Valley of Norwich 

having joined the Valley in 1988.  

 

He is a member of Moh awk Council, Knight Masons.  

 

He also holds membership in several invitational Masonic 

Organizations:  

¶ Red Cross of Constantine, St. Andrew's Conclave, Hartford, CT.  

¶ Knights York Cross of Honor, Connecticut Priory 27, where he 

served as Prior in 1996 and holds two quadrants in the Grand 

Cross of Honor and is on his way to his third quadrant.  

¶ York Rite College #17; serving as Governor in 2009.  He was 

awarded the Order of Purple Cross in 2008.  

¶ Allied Masonic Degrees, Nathan Hale Council #78; serving as 

Sovereign Master in 2009.  

¶ SOCIETAS ROSICRUCIANA IN CIVITATIBUS FOEDERATIS, 

Connecticut College and Delaware College.  

¶ Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar Priest, Apostle's Tabernacle 

#27, serving as Preceptor in 2011.  

  

His affiliation with the Order of the Eastern  Star began in 1975 when 

he joined Climax Chapter No. 98, Merrow, Connecticut where he and 

Barbara served several times as Worthy Patron and Worthy Matron.  He 

and Barbara were dual members with Radiant Chapter No. 11, North 

Windham, Connecticut, where the y again served several times as 

Worthy Patron and Worthy Matron.  Since retiring to Delaware they 

have taken dual membership with Georgetown Chapter No. 9, 

Georgetown, Delaware where he and Barbara have again served as 

Worthy Matron and Patron.  In 1999, B ill was asked and served the 

Grand Chapter of Connecticut as Grand Marshal.  He has since done 

this again, this time serving the Grand Chapter of Delaware as Grand 

Marshal in 2015 -16.  At the Grand Chapter Session in May 2016, Bill 

was elected as Grand Sen tinel, the first step to becoming Worthy Grand 

Patron of the Grand Chapter of Delaware, Order of the Eastern Star, in 

2018-19.    

 

In 1979 he and Barbara joined Rainbow Court No. 20 Order of the 

Amaranth in North Windham, Connecticut where they served as R oyal 
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Patron and Royal Matron several times.  Both have gone on to serve the 

Grand Court of Connecticut as Grand Royal Patron and Grand Royal 

Matron.   Bill has served the Supreme Council Order of the Amaranth 

as Supreme Treasurer from 2002 to 2012.   In 20 12 he was elected to the 

office of Supreme Trustee serving as Chairman of the Supreme Trustees 

in 2013.  Barbara and Bill since moving to Delaware have taken dual 

membership in Margaret C. Verner Court No. 71 in Prospect Park, 

Pennsylvania where they serve d as Royal Matron and Royal Patron in 

2015-16.  Bill is now serving Margaret C. Verner Court as Secretary.   

 

He has also received:  

¶ The Grand Cross of Color from the International Order of the 

Rainbow for Girls for service to the Advisory Board of Williman tic 

Assembly #26 in Connecticut;  

¶ The Cross of Honor from the International Order of DeMolay for 

Boys for service on several DeMolay Advisory Boards and a term 

as Dad Advisor.  

  

His masonic activities have been his major hobby over the years.  Since 

retir ing he has taken up surf fishing and sailing Rx 4 Fun on the waters 

of Indian River Bay.   
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE  

GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS OF DELAWARE  

 

The Ninety -First  Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic 

Masons of Delaware was held at the Doubletree Hotel by Hilton 

Wilmington , in Wilmington , Delaware, on Saturday, March 11, 2017, A. 

Dep. 3017.  The Grand Council was opened at 9:00 A.M. by the Right 

Illustrious Deputy Grand Master , A. Tony Maxwell  with prayer by Grand 

Chaplain William Stephey, Jr. , followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag.  

 

The Most Illustrious Grand Master, William F. Lott  was then received into 

the Grand Assembly and afforded Grand Honors.  

 

The following officers were in their respective stations:  

 

 GRAND OFFI CERS  

M.I. Grand Master  William F. Lott  

R.I. Deputy Grand Master  A. Tony Maxwell  

R.I. Grand Principal Conductor of the Work  James G. Horn, PMIGM -pt  

M.I. Grand Treasurer  Mark E. Irwin, PMIGM  

M.I. Grand Recorder  Mark E. Irwin, PMIGM  

I. Grand Captain of the Gu ard G. Thomas Taylor, III  

I. Grand Chaplain  William Stephey, Jr.  

I. Grand Conductor of Council  Michael P. Pizzola  

I. Grand Marshal  John A. Eberly  

I. Grand Steward  Richard A. Mickles  

I. Grand Sentinel  Christopher D. DeAngelo  

  

 

 MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PAST GRAND MASTERS  

   

Donald D. Thomas, 1985                              John B. Dorsey, 1996  

Mark E. Irwin, 1997                 Sheldon L. Edwards, Sr., 1999  

James R. Herrington, 2005  Charles T. Hart, 2006  

Arthur A. Loveless, 2008  James B. Walsh, 2009  

James G. Horn,  2012 Neal J. Sobocinski, 2013  

Jay C. Bergstrom, 2014  Lionel D. Hunter, 2015  
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CONSTITUENT COUNCILS  

 

 GUNNING BEDFORD NO. 1  

 

Peter Tyrrell  Illustrious  Master  

G. Thomas Taylor, III  Deputy Master  

Fred Palmer  Principal Conductor of Work  

 

ADONIRAM COUNCIL NO. 2  

 

John A. Eberly  Principal Conductor of Work  

  

 JOPPA COUNCIL NO. 3  

 

Christopher DeAngelo  Illustrious Master  

Geoffrey A. Fox  Principal Conductor of Work  

 

THRICE ILLUSTRIOUS MASTERS COUNCIL NO. 4  

 

Jay C. Bergstrom  Illustrious Master  

James G. Horn  Deputy Master  

Arthur A. Loveless, Jr.  Principal Conductor of Work  

 

 REPORT OF CREDENTIALS  

 

The Grand Recorder declared that a Constitutional number of Councils 

were represented, that a quorum had been established and this Grand 

Council could rightfully proceed with its labors.  

 

 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

On motion regularly made, seconded, and approved, the reading of the 

Minutes of the 90th  Annual Assembly was dispensed with and they were 

approved as published . 

 

 RECEPTION OF REPORTS  

 

On motion regularly mad e, seconded, and approved, the Grand Recorder 

was authorized to give Reports in brief, subject to the will and pleasure of 

the Most Illustrious Grand Master and Grand Council.  Except as may be 

noted herein, all Reports were received, accepted and ordered to be printed 

in these Proceedings.  

 

 ADMISSION OF SELECT MASTERS  

 

On motion regularly made, seconded, and approved, all Select Masters in 

good standing, as listed in the Grand Council Register, were admitted by 

courtesy. 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS  

 

Distingui shed Visitors from the neighboring jurisdictions and the several 

Masonic Bodies of the State of Delaware were presented at the Altar  by 

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Mark Irwin , as follows:  

 

CONNECTICUT  

 

Most Puissant Grand Master  J. Andrew Birdsall  

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master  Richard Eppler  

Right Puissant Deputy Grand Master  Clyde Kayser, II  

Illustrious Grand Marshal  John Birdsall  

 

MARYLAND  

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master  John Rafine  

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master  Robert Malwitz  

Right Illus trious Deputy Grand Master  Robert Lumbert  

 

NEW YORK  

 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest  Bruce Testut  

Right Excellent Grand Sentinel  Joseph Hummel  

 

PENNSYLVANIA  

 

Most Puissant Grand Master  Kerry Cashman  

Right Puissant Deputy Grand Master  Charles Bombich  

 

VIRGINIA  

 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest  Daniel H. Surface, Jr.  

Right Excellent Aide to GHP  James P. Nunn  

 

ONTARIO  

 

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master  Donald Kline  

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master  David Hardie  

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Lott  cordially greeted each of the visiting 

Companions. He stated that he hoped that they would find their stay in 

Delaware enjoyable.  
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DELAWARE MASONIC LEADERS  

 

The following Masonic leaders of Delaware were then presented at the 

Altar and introduced by PMIGM Mark E. Irwin . 

 

M.E. David H. Laucius  Most Excellent Grand High Priest  

 Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Delaware  

 

E. Neal J. Sobocinski  Prior, Jesse Green Priory No. 70, KYCH  

 

K.C. Charles T. Hart  Puissant Sovereign  

 Delaware Conclave, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine  

 

K.C. David H. Laucius  Intendant General, Division of Delaware  

 Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine  

 

R.W. Mark E. Irwin  Chief Adept, Delaware College S.R.I.C.F.  

 

Each were greeted personally by the Most Illustrious Grand Ma ster and 

welcomed to the 91st Annual Assembly.  

 

RECEPTION OF GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS  

 

Northeast Deputy General Grand High Priest and Grand Master of the 

3rd Veil, Gene Fricks was received.  

 

RECEPTION OF GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL  OFFICERS  

 

The following representatives of General Grand Council were then 

received: 

 

General Grand Treasurer  Charles Hollinger  

Ambassador for Delaware  James G. Horn  

 

RECEPTION  OF  

 MOST ILLUSTRIOUS PAST GRAND MASTERS  

 

On direction of the Most Illustrious Grand Master, the Most Illustrious 

Past Grand Masters in attendance assembled at the Altar.  They were 

then introduced by Junior Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Lionel 

Hunter. M.I.G.M. Lott thanked them for their pas t endeavors and for their 

advice and assistance during the past year.   
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RECEPTION OF THE  

MOST  PUISSANT GRAND MASTER  

 

Most Illustrious  Mark E. Irwin , MIPGM, then presented at the altar, Most  

Puissant Lawrence O. Weaver , the General Grand Master of the General 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International.  Most Illustrious Grand 

Master Lott  most cordially welcomed our distinguished Companion to 

Delaware  and invited him to the East .  

 

RECEPTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MOST 

WORSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER  

 

Most Illustrious Mark E. Irwin, MIPGM, then presented at the altar, Most 

Worshipful Dale T. Irwin, Grand Master of Masons in Delaware . The Most 

Illustrious Grand Master directed symbolic Grand Honors to be given and 

presented the gavel of authority  to Most Worshipful Irwin . He thank ed 

the Companions for the reception and returned the gavel to Most 

Illustrious Lott  so that he could proceed with the business of the Grand 

Council.  

 

ADDRESS OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND MASTER  
 

Most Worshipful Grand Mas ter, Dale Irwin; Most Puissant General 

Grand Master, Lawrence  Weaver; Right Puissant Assistant Regional 

Deputy Grand Master, Charles McCollum; Most Excellent Grand High 

Priest, David Laucius; Right Eminent Grand Commander, Fred Palmer; 

Distinguished Visiti ng Most Illustrious and Puissant Grand Masters 

and Companions all welcome to the 91 st Annual Assembly of the Grand 

Council of Cryptic Masons of Delaware.  We are pleased you are here 

this morning.  

 

It is time for me to give an accounting of my year as your  Most Illustrious 

Grand Master.  My tour of duty began a year ago, on Saturday, March 

14, 2016 in this very room, and will end today in the same room as I turn 

over the reins of this Grand Council to Right Illustrious Companion A. 

Tony Maxwell.  

 

In accorda nce with the Constitution of this Grand Council, Article 3, I 

appointed the appointive Grand Officers of this Grand Council.  I wish 

to thank these companions for accepting their appointments and for 

their service to Cryptic Masonry during this past year.  I wish for each 

of you many more years of service to our beautiful order.  

 

In like manner in accordance with Article 10 of the Constitution of the 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, I appointed companions to serve on 

the Committees of this Grand Council alo ng with the Council 

Representative to the Joint York Rite Youth Committee for a term of 3 

years. 
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I scheduled dates for the Grand Visitation of the Officers of the Grand 

Council to each of our four councils.  I thank each Council for the 

hospitality you sh owed me on our Grand Visitation.  It was a pleasure 

to share this evening with the Companions of the host Council and our 

Grand Officers. Here are the dates of those visits:  

 

Gunning Bedford Council #1  Wilmington  September 28, 2016 

Adoniram Council #2  Dover November 2, 2016  

Joppa Council #3  Georgetown November 1, 2016  

Thrice Illustrious Masters Council #4  Newport  December 28, 2016 

  

During the year, we have had three conferrals of the degrees of the 

Council of Cryptic Masons.  I wish to thank the Gra nd Officers for 

participating in these conferrals. It was important to me to show the 

companions of this jurisdiction that your Grand Officers were able and 

more importantly willing to help with the conferral of the degrees during 

a York Rite cycle. In Apr il of 2016, the Grand Officers conferred the 

Select Masterõs degree at Adoniram Council No. 2 in Dover.  During the 

fall degree cycle, the Grand Officers portrayed the Royal Masterõs degree 

at Gunning Bedford Council No. 1 in Wilmington.  I wish to also th ank 

each of our three degree granting Councils for have taken a turn during 

the three conferrals by portraying one of the two degrees.  During the 

three cycles, we have added 10 new companions to the roles of our 

constituent Councils.  Not quite the five t o stay alive per council that I 

offered as a challenge but a good addition to our roles.  In each of the 

rounds of degree conferral, I have had the opportunity to do one of the 

parts.  

 

Any Grand Master of this Grand Council is expected to represent 

Delaware at the annual meeting of our sister jurisdictions.  This I have 

done to the best of the time I had while balancing my time as the 

husband of the Worthy Grand Matron of the Grand Chapt er of Delaware 

Order of the Eastern Star.  I represented Delaware at the Grand Council 

sessions of (1) District of Columbia, (2) Maryland, (3) Maine, (4) 

Connecticut, (5) Pennsylvania and (6) New Jersey.  At each of these 

Sister jurisdictions, I was receiv ed with dignity and courtesy.  I thank 

the presiding Most Illustrious or Most Puissant Grand Master for  the 

hospitality their jurisdiction extended to me. I will long cherish the 

friendship of the Grand Masters of these Sister jurisdictions along with 

those of the jurisdictions that I was unable to attend.  

 

In September, I attended the Northeast Regional Meeting held at 

Mansfield, Massachusetts.  I was at both the General Grand Chapter 

session and the General Grand Council session.  Much valuable 
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informatio n was provided to those in attendance.  I recommend that the 

elected line of this Grand Council endeavor to attend these sessions 

annually during their climb to the East of this Grand Council.  They will 

benefit both from the information provided and the f riendships they will 

make with those that will be serving with them during their year as 

Most Illustrious Grand Master.  

 

As Grand Master, I was expected to represent our Grand Council at 

Masonic related activities here in Delaware.  These representations a re 

listed below:  

1. Brotherhood Night at Nur Temple in March of 2016 where I was 

introduced as part of the York Rite Delegation.  

2. Grand Chapter of Delaware, Order of the Eastern Star on May 8, 

2016 at Dover Downs in Dover, Delaware.  I was escorted into the 

in formal opening and given the opportunity to address the Sisters 

and Brother of the Grand Chapter of Delaware, Order of the 

Eastern Star.  

3. Grand Lodge Semi -Annual and Annual Session, where I was 

introduced as Grand Master of the Grand Council of Delaware.  

4. Grand Masterõs Installation, where I was introduced as part of 

the York Rite Delegation in attendance.  I wish to thank my 

Grand Officers who attended this installation in Tux and collar 

and with the ir  spouse or significant other.  It is important that 

we always show our presences at this event as a delegation.  

5. Grand Masterõs Homecoming at Ionic Lodge in New Castle.  

Presented the Grand Master a check for his charity on behalf of 

the Grand Council.  

6. DeMolay Masonic Family Night at New Castle, where I addressed  

those in attendance and presented checks to the DeMolay on 

behalf of the Grand Council and Joppa Council No. 3.  

7. Grand Lodge Day at Veterans Hospital where I helped man a 

York Rite Table with our Grand High Priest.  

 

I issued one dispensations to all consti tuent councils waiving the 

waiting period between reception, investigation and balloting for 

candidates.  

  

Upon request of the Most Illustrious Grand Master of Sister 

Jurisdiction, I appointed Companions which they had recommended as 

Grand Representatives  of Delaware within their jurisdiction.  They are:  

 

Jurisdiction  Representative  

Alabama  Theodore E. Youwer  

Louisiana  Archie A. Cline Jr.  

Mississippi  Phillip Wesley Hobson  

North Carolina  Nicholas W. Taylor  
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Pennsylvania  William L. Bryan  

Texas Gary D. Dixon  

Washington  Vance Whippo  

 

I was pleased to recommend a Companion and two Ladies for General 

Grand Councils Awards this year:  

1. Illustrious Companion Jack Merkley for Cryptic Mason of the 

Year.  

2. Sister Barbara F. Lott, Worthy Grand Matron of the Grand 

Chapter of Delaware Order of the Eastern Star and my wife for 

Lady of the Council.  

3. Mrs. Nancy Evans for the Youth Award for her untiring work for 

the Order of DeMolay.  

 

Last year at my installation, I challenged the Chapters and Councils of 

Delaware to ini tiate five new members between York Rite Weekend 

2016 and York Rite Weekend 2017.  I promised to donate $50 to RARA 

for each Chapter that met this goal and $100 to CMMRF for each 

Council that reached the Goal.  Two anonymous Companion s offered to 

match my gift and I accepted.  Last night at our Banquet checks totaling 

$300 were presented to the General Grand Chapter Representative for 

RARA in honor of St. Johnõs Chapter and Delta Chapter which met our 

Goal.  In like manner, checks totaling $ 300 were given to our Most 

Puissant Grand Master, Companion Lawrence Weaver, for CMMRF in 

honor of Gunning Bedford Council No. 1 which met the five new 

members goal this past year.  A special thanks must be given to 

Illustrious Companion G. Thomas Taylor who brought a ma jority of the 

new members into Gunning Bedford Council #1.  It is my hope along 

with that of our anonymous benefactor s that these new members will 

help strengthen the York Rite in Delaware.  

 

As is tradition in this jurisdiction, I made an address to the Co mpanions 

present at each Grand Visitation.  For the Grand Visitation to my own 

Council, Joppa No. 3, I prepared a paper entitled òMe Generation 

(Generation Me) and Free Masonry.ó  I had the opportunity to share this 

paper with Most Puissant Companion Richa rd Eppler who is the Editor 

of the Cryptic Freemason.  After appropriate revision, Most Puissant 

Companion Eppler accepted the paper for publication in the Cryptic 

Freemason.  I was deeply honored by this acceptance and the 

opportunity to share my thoughts  with Cryptic Masons about the Globe.  

  

As part of the obligation I took and accepted when I was installed as 

your Grand Master I was to see that the Law of the Grand Council of 

Delaware was observed.  I must report to this Grand Council that I did 

not ful fill my obligation.  I failed to see that Standing Resolution 14 was 

observed.  As part of problems with Standing Resolution 14, I was forced 

to remove the Council Representative and Chairman of the Sessions 
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Committee from the Committee.  That companion th at failed to perform 

his duty in accordance with Standing Resolution 14 was William F. Lott.  

 

At my installation, I said that Standing Resolution 4 would be strictly 

enforced this year.  I charged our Grand Lecturer, M.I. Companion Neal 

Sobocinski and his Assistant Lecturers to see that officers progressing 

to the stations of Illustrious Master, Deputy Illustrious Master, 

Principal Conductor of the Work and Captain of the Guard passed off on 

the opening and closing prior to their installations. The goal of saying 

that this Standing Resolution would be enforced was to bring better 

work to our Councils by having officers that could do the opening 

without the aid of a ritual.  This goal and the enforcement of this 

standing resolution was a colossal failure.  Tw o Councils including my 

own simply avoided the requirements of Standing Resolution 4 by not 

electing or appointing any new officers to their council line  for the 

coming year .  Not a healthy situation for our councils.  We need officers 

that are advancing a nd are doing the work in accordance with 

Resolution 4 if our councils are to prosper and progress.  

 

I had hoped when I entered this office that the York Rite of Delaware 

could sponsor a social event for all Free Masons and their families.  A 

night at a Roc k Hens game, a picnic at one of our great state parks, or 

some comparable social event that put York Rite Masonry before the 

brothers of Delaware.  Due to time constraints of your three York Rite 

heads, this goal was not reached.  

 

A second goal I was hopin g to see happen this year was a series of 

meeting of the elected officers of the three York Rite Bodies to develop 

long range goals and objectives for the York Rite in Delaware and to 

start work on their accomplishment.  Again, this objective that has been  

long advocated for by our Four Star General, M.I. Companion Donald 

Thomas, was not started let alone accomplished.  

 

With what that has been stated above, how do I grade my year.  Let me 

start by saying I was known as a demanding Professor during my years 

at the University of Connecticut and grades had to be earned not just 

awarded.  A Grand Master that fails to fulfill his obligation cannot 

expect to receive a high grade let alone a passing grading.  With that 

said the grade for William Lott as your Grand Master is a much deserved 

F . 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

1. Standing Resolutions 14, 17 and 18 created the three joint York 

Rite Committees for Session, Youth and Leadership Training.  

Under the structure of these three resolutions, the chairman of 

one of the Three committees is to come from each of the three 

bodies.  Unfortunately, there is no structure for these committee 

to be overseen.  It is my recommendation, that each of the three 
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York Rite Heads assume the responsibility of overseeing one of 

these three Committee.  As one of the three committees is 

supposed to be headed by a member of each of the three bodies, I 

recommend that the head of the York Rite Body whose member is 

chairman of Committee X, be the overseer of that Committee and 

see that it fulfills its charge during the year.  

2. A long range planning Comm ittee for the York Rite be appointed 

by the three York Rite heads. As the heads are probably too busy 

to actively participate in this planning Committee that they 

appoint Companions and Sir Knights, not necessarily elected 

Grand Officers that are forward l ooking and are willing to work 

to develop (a) a mission statement for the York Rite, (b) goals and 

objectives that will advance the York Rite to a position of an 

equality among the appendant bodies of Free Masonry in 

Delaware and (c) a time table for reach ing these goals and 

objectives along with intermediate steps to reach them.  

3. That Resolution 4 not be abandoned, but strictly enforced during 

the years to come so that work of our councils will improve and 

help us keep our new members interested in  and i mpressed by 

the York Rite and hopefully working officers of our councils.  

4. Article 17 of our Constitution requires us to govern our 

subordinate councils according to the regulations governing 

subordinate councils as defined by the General Grand Council 

Constitution, Rules and Regulations.  A review of the 

Constitution of the General Grand Council as found at their web 

site, does not define rules and regulations for the government and 

operation of subordinate councils.  The only regulation, I find in 

the General Grand Council Constitution relative to subordinate 

councils, puts Standing Resolution 21 which we approved in 2014 

in direct conflict with the Constitution of the General Grand 

Council.  I recommend that either the Constitution and Statutes 

Committee o r the Jurisprudence Committee be charged to 

develop during the coming year amendments to our Constitution 

that define rules for the government of our constituent councils 

and that these amendments be presented at our next annual 

assembly for action by the members. 

5. This Grand Council approach the Grand Commandery of 

Delaware and request they change their rules and regulations to 

make membership in the Council of Cryptic Masons a 

prerequisite for membership in the Commandery.  This would 

make Cryptic Masons n o longer the forgotten member of the York 

Rite.  Without out this, members should use the petition from the 

Grand Encampment web site for membership in the York Rite.  It 

is hard to overlook the Council when a person is filling out this 

single petition for  the York Rite.  They just sign up for Council 
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membership as the proceed down the sheet to the portion for 

membership in the Commandery.  

 

 

THANK YOUõs 

 

No man enters this office without the support of their good lady.  I thank 

my wife of over 52 years, Ba rbara, for her support of me in this endeavor.  

She has had her own responsibilities this year as Worthy Grand Matron 

of the Grand Chapter Order of Eastern Star of Delaware.  Even with 

these responsibilities, she has seen to it that I got where I was suppo sed 

to go as your Grand Master and was there to hear my groans and 

complaints and provide me with timeless advice how to face the 

challenges of this year.  I love her dearly.  

 

I thank the three Past Most Illustrious Grand Masters of Joppa Council 

No. 3, M. I. Mark Irwin, M.I. J.B. Walsh and M.I. James Horn, that four 

years ago, recommended me for the position of Grand Captain of the 

Guard.  I hope in some small way I have fulfilled their expectations of 

me. 

 

I thank the companions of Joppa Council No. 3 that  offered me a Cryptic 

home when Barb and I first moved to Delaware and have been there to 

support me throughout this year.  In particular, I wish to thank  

Illustrious Companion G. Thomas Taylor who assumed the 

responsibilities of being the Grand Council  Representative on the 

Hospitality Committee and has been there all year performing his role 

as Grand Captain of the Guard, both at the Grand Visitations and 

during the portrayal of the degrees by the Grand Officers.  Illustrious 

Companion G. Thomas, I wis h you the best as you advance over the next 

three years to be Joppa Councilõs next Most Illustrious Grand Master.  

Feel free to ask me for any favor you need when your year comes for I 

owe you dearly.  

 

Finally, I thank the companions of this Grand Council that had the trust 

to elect me last year to this position. I wish nothing but progress and 

growth for this Grand Council in the years to come for I know that the 

three that follow me to the Grand East will lead with dignity and 

inspiration.  

 

 

FINAL REMARKS  

 

A year ago, I made some remarks about the quality of the ritual work 

within this jurisdiction.  With the wholesale avoidance of Standing 

Resolution 4, I see little to no improvement in the ritual work.  Last 

year, I suggested that we need to work to brin g our ritualistic work up 

to the level of that performed by the Scottish Rite and what we observe 
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on a regular basis within our Blue Lodge and yes, even within the Order 

of the Eastern Star.  

 

I would ask you how many of you drive a Studebaker automobile?  How 

many of you drive a Ford?  We are not driving Studebakers today 

because the company was not producing a product that Americans 

wanted to buy.  It lacked the quality that we demand in our cars.  On 

the other hand, a number of you are driving Fords and F ord is the 

number one selling car company today.  Why?  Because Ford is 

producing an excellent product.  One we have confidence in and one 

whose quality we appreciate and enjoy.   Studebaker is extinct because 

it failed to deliver quality in their product,  Ford thrives because they 

have made excellence in their product their objective.  I ask you now is 

Cryptic Masonry in Delaware going to be a Studebaker or a Ford.  Only 

one of two òEó-words can and will describe the future of Cryptic Masonry 

in Delaware.  The choice is yours.  Will it be òExcellenceó or "Extinction?ó 
 

                 Fraternally Submitted , 

                    William F. Lott  

            Most Illustrious Grand Master  

On Motion, regularly moved, seconded and approved, the Report of the 

Most Illustrious Grand Master was received and referred to the 

Jurisprudence Committee.  

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER  

 

Here is the report of the Grand Treasurer for the fiscal year ended 

January 31, 2017.  

 

The Grand Council checking account is with M&T Bank and the savings 

accounts in Capital One.  

 

 2/1/2016 1/31/2017 Difference  

Grand Council Operating Funds  

Checking  $1,688.66 $1,160.47 -$528.19 

Savings $13,268.11 $12,316.38 -$951.73 

Total  $14,956.77  $13,476.85  -$1,479.92  

    

Permanent Fund  

Savings $11,902.20 $11,949.83 $47.63 

Total  $11,902.20  $11,949.83  $47.63 

    

Total Funds  $26,858.97  $25,426.68  -$1,432.29  
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The Grand Council funds showed a decrease for the year. This was due 

entirely to the purchase of new collars and jewels for the Grand Council 

Officers. This purchase was authorized in the Annual Session of 1998 

but not fulfilled until this year. It is good to have the officers outfitted 

with appropriate regalia.  

 

I believe that Grand Counc il can make even better returns on their 

funds by looking at alternative investment options. I will be consulting 

with the Finance Chair and we will look for possible investments in the 

new cryptic year.  

 

I appreciate the trust the Companions have placed i n me and look 

forward to serving this Grand Council in the future.  

 

   Sincerely and Fraternally,  

 
Mark E. Irwin, PGC  

Grand Treasurer  

 

On motion regularly made, seconded and approved, the Report of the 

Grand Treasurer was received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

   

REPORT OF THE GRAND RECORDER  

 

Your Grand Recorder is pleased to make this report to this Grand 

Council. I thank all who have helped me throughout the year. I have 

appreciated the assistance given to me by all bodies that I have 

corresponded with this year.  

 

Following is a record of all income received in the Grand Recorderõs office 

and an accounting for all vouchers issued.  

 
SUMMARY INCOME AND EXPENSES 

Income   Expenses:  

Annual Returns $2,011.00  Gen. Gd. Council Per Capita $582.00 

Dues Cards 98.30  Grand Recorder Honorarium 75.00 

Interest Income 48.27  Grand Treasurer Honorarium 30.00 

Rituals Sold 12.50  MIGM Aprons 519.00 

CMMRF 150.00  Grand Recorder Office Expenses 82.31 

   Postage 41.68 

   Website 20.00 

   Grand Sessions 140.00 

   Donations 50.00 

   Grand Council Collar & Jewels 2,145.00 

   Silver Trowel Jewels 115.00 

     

Total Income: $2,320.07  Total Expenses $3,799.99 
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This shows a net decrease for the year of $1,4 79.92. The loss is due 

entirely to the one -time purchase of Grand Council collars and jewels. 

This was an expenditure that had been approved several years ago, by 

Grand Council and finally was completed this year. I would note that 

one subordinate Council retur n was received late and is not included in 

this report ($1,050.00).  

 

From a membership perspective, this office notes the following:  
 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY  
 

COUNCIL START GREET REIN AFFIL  ADJ DEMIT SUS

.  

DIED TOTAL DUAL 

G.BEDFORD 136  6 0 0 0 0 0 4 138   

ADONIRAM 45 2 0 0 0 1 2 5 39  

JOPPA  54 4 0 0 0 1 1 1 55  

T. I. M.  59 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 58 58 

           

TOTALS 294  12 0 2 0 2 3 13 290  

 

58 

           

NET LOSS 4          

Each of the Councils had greetings this year. We need to continue our 

work to improve our recruiting of potential members in our lodges and 

chapters.  

 

I appreciate all the support I have received from the Recorders of the 

subordinate Councils and wish you all continued success in your duties.  

 

All IRS filings were made and accepted . 

  

I am pleased to report that the Proceedings of the 2016 Grand Assembly 

have been prepared and are available via the website. If any Companion 

does not have access to a computer and desires a hard copy, please let 

the Grand Recorder know and he will pro vide a printed copy.  

 

Work has finally been completed on establishing the Grand Council 

database in the Masonic Membership System (MMS), I thank all 

Recorders for their assistance in bringing this to fruition. There is still 

work to be done to completely r econcile the data but moving forward, we 

have a sound system of tracking out membership.  

 

Your Grand Recorder has made an effort to digitize all of the 

Proceedings for the Grand Co uncil  as well as create a repository of other 

important documents.  The office Grand Council website has moved to a 

new address (http://degrandcouncil.deyrmasons.org/ ). The cost 

continues to  be $100 for the  web space and the Grand Co uncil  share 
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would be $20.   

 

To our Most Illustrious Grand Master, I appreciate all of your  support. 

I regret that due to other commitments, I was unable to be with you as 

much as I wanted. I congratulate you on your year and wish you the best 

in all your future endeavors.  

 

Lastly, thanks to all the Companions for the honor you have bestowed 

on me. I have been most appreciative to the support and encouragement 

that I have received.  

 

Sincerely and fraternally yours,  

 
Mark E. Irwin, MIPGM  

Grand Recorder  

 

On motion regularly made, seconded, and approved, the Report of the 

Grand Recorder was received. 

 

 INSURANCE COVERAGE  

 

The Most Illustrious Grand Secretary  reported that the York Rite liability 

insurance would be continued as in the past with all subordinate bodies of 

the Grand York Rite participating in the shared cost.  The cost this year i s 

$49.70 for each body. 

 

GRAND MASTERõS APRON PRESENTATION 

 

Past Most Illustrious Grand Master Mark Irwin presented Past Most 

Illustrious Grand Master Jay C. Bergstrom with his Grand Masterõs 

apron.  

 

 REPORT OF THE MEMORIALS COMMITTEE  
 

Let us pray:  

 

Oh Lord, Heavenly Father, Great Architect of the Universe, Thou art 

the Living God, One of Life and Love. We humbly beseech thee, that 

thou shalt quicken our minds and hearts to ponder the shortness and 

fragility of human life and that through the Holy Spirit , thou shalt 

dispel all doubt and fear from us, that we shall be better to able to serve, 

not only each other, but the least of Your children and that we do so with 

honor and courage, that in doing so we serve You truly and justly that 

at the end of our ea rthly days, we might see and have eternal life. Amen  

 

Today upon this altar erected unto God, we bring white carnations to 

remember our companions who have laid down their trowels and labors 
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and now stand before the Throne of the Eternal One. We pause to 

mourn, reflect and remember those who had great influence upon us as 

individuals and our fraternity. Let us give pause and remember those 

by name who were important to us. May they rest in peace.  

 

We remember and bring a carnation in tribute to our two depa rted Past 

Most Illustrious Grand Masters, C. Granville McVey (1989) and W. 

Thomas Musser (1984) and our departed Illustrious Master, David 

Harman, our ten departed Companions and those departed from our 

Sister Grand and Local Councils wheresoever dispersed . We also 

remember Companion Herbert P. Fulmer, II, Grand Secretary of Grand 

Lodge who passed away on Thursday.  

 

Let us pray:  

 

Heavenly Father, O Great and Merciful God, hear our prayer for the 

souls of our departed Companions, embrace them, Your returning  

children. By Your Holy Spirit, the Great Comforter, allow us to 

remember with joy the time we had with them and with certainty, we 

pray to see them again in the endless eternal bounds of your holy 

kingdom, where the frailties of mortal life exist no more and the love 

and light of heavenly joy shall be lived forever and ever. Amen  

   

William D. Stephey, Jr.  

Grand Chaplain  

        

REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES 

COMMITTEE  

 

To The Most Illustrious Grand Council of Cryptic Masons in Delaware, 

now in Session, 

 

Your Committee on Constitution and Statutes is pleased to report that 

it has had no occasion to present a decision on behalf of this Grand 

Council this past Cryptic Year. This, we would hope, bodes well for our 

Grand Council.  

 

The Committee would  like to note, however, that this has not been an 

easy operational year for this Grand Council and that, in some ways, is 

perhaps unfortunate.  

 

Each of the new officers to be installed shortly to lead this Grand Council 

has been provided with a copy of th e Constitution and Standing 

Regulations of this Grand Council. Each, at several times in their 

Cryptic career has promised to òstand to and abide by themó.  

 

These Constitution and Standing Regulations are the law and rules of 

this Grand Council. Each item  therein was included after serious 
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thought and consideration. They may not be perfect, as few things are 

and all things may change with time and may need re -evaluation. Until 

that is done, however, we are bound to òstand to and abide by them.ó  

 

It is not  the charge of the Committee to force obedience to its 

Constitution and Regulations, that responsibility lies in the power of 

this Grand Council. To this we would add a paraphrase from an old 

Spencer Tracy movie called òBoys Townó, and the creed of that school ð

ôhe ainõt heavy, he is my Brotherõ. 

 

Sincerely and fraternally yours,  

Donald D. Thomas, MIPGM  

 

 

 REPORT OF THE BENEVOLENT FOUNDATION COMMITTEE  

 

 No activity for this committee.  

   

REPORT OF THE GRAND LECTURER  

 

As the Grand Lecturer , I have had the opportunity to visit each of the 

Councils in our state, not only for the Grand Visitations but also on 

separate occasions,  

 

Although a few visits are hardly sufficient to make a definitive 

judgment, after visiting each Council I have obser ved that the opening 

and closing of Councils need s improving.  

 

Most are struggling to perform properly their opening and closing work 

without the help of the ritual. I have also observed that the Councils 

cannot fill all their chairs. I would suggest that  the Deputy Master 

throughout his year, and before being installed as Illustrious Master, 

select capable companions, dedicated and willing to fill the Chairs to the 

best of their ability.  

 

The degree work that has been conferred by the Councils has been we ll 

done. This is a result of using the round robin method and selecting the 

better qualified ritualistic for the Degree Teams.  

 

I would also recommend that the proper Ritual manual be reviewed and 

new ones obtained. The current one being used ò1960 Ritual as adopted 

by the General Grand Counciló is inconsistent i.e. new vs. old. 

 

                                                   Neal J. Sobocinski, PMIGM  

                                                           Grand Lecturer  
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REPORT OF THE PERMANENT F UND COMMITTEE  

 

The Permanent Fund Committee reviewed the report submitted by the 

Grand Treasurer for Fiscal Year ending January 31, 2017.  

 

The balance of the Permanent Fund was $11,949.83 at the end of our 

current fiscal year, reflecting a growth of $47.63 during the previous 12 

month period.  An account for the Permanent Fund was originally 

opened in the 1997 ð 1998 fiscal year and had a bal ance of $392.56 on 

02/15/98.   

 

Its purpose is to assist in offsetting the expenses of the Annual Assembly 

and the Illustrious Grand Master during his term of office.  The principal 

of this fund may not be spent and must remain for growth.  Now that 

the fund is over $10,000, 75% of the a nnual investment income may be 

spent; 50% annually and 25% accumulated for three years to assist in 

offsetting the cost of attending the Triennial Sessions of the General 

Grand Council International by the Illustrious Grand Master or his 

designated Proxy.  At no time, regardless of how large the fund grows, 

can more than 75% of the annual investment income be spent.  There 

must always be 25% of the annual investment income rolled over into 

the fund for growth.  

 

Expenditures from this Fund can only be made f ollowing written request 

for same which clearly identifies the basis and reason for the 

disbursement.  These disbursements cannot exceed the fair and 

reasonable expense for the purposes so designated.  No requests for 

expenditures were received this past y ear. 

 

There are two recommendations:  

¶ The incoming Illustrious Grand Master in concert with the 

Permanent Fund Committee devise and implement a program to 

assist in raising monies for the Fund.  

¶ Consider investing these monies or a portion thereof -- in a 

brokerage account where it may be possible to attain higher growth 

and/or higher dividend yields by utilizing securities, e.g. short -term 

bond funds, incorporating both treasuries and investment grade 

corporate debt, and perhaps some exposure to equities.  A lthough 

this would expose us to more risk, it may be more rewarding in the 

long run.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our Companions and the Grand 

Council of Cryptic Masons of Delaware.  

 

Sincerely and Fraternally,  

A. Tony Maxwell, PIM, Chairman  

John D. Hiott, PIM  

G. Thomas Taylor, PIM  
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REPORT OF THE GRAND YORK RITE ANNUAL MEETING  

COMMITTEE  

 

The committee reports that all of the affairs of the weekend have been 

arranged and have been executed. The committee again made the 

arrangements and sold tickets  on behalf of St. Johns Commandery #1 

for their annual Templar Feast. The Ladies prepared many baskets that 

were used to raise money for the various charities of the York Rite 

Bodies. This year, $465 was raised.  

 

 

REPORT OF THE PRINTING COMMITTEE  

 

The Committee reports that the 2016 Proceedings have been created 

and posted on the Internet. In an effort to reduce costs for the Grand 

Council, the Committee has  decided to not print copies of the 

Proceedings but rather publish them on the Internet for t he benefit of 

all members. In addition, a pdf formatted file will be sent to all Grand 

Jurisdictions that are recognized by this Grand Council.  

 

The Grand Recorderõs office in the last year has  received Proceedings in 

various formats. Some were printed, s ome sent on CD and some sent via 

email. Email is the lowest cost alternative. For those Companions who 

do not have access to the Internet, please contact the Grand Recorderõs 

office for a printed copy.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Mark Irwin, Chairman  

 

REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE  

TO THE ALBERT T. HANBY TRUST  

 

Below is the report submitted to the Board of Governors from the YMCA:  

 

Program Highlights  

-Camper spots remained the same in relation to last year (one week less 

so attendance was up.) 11 weeks vs 12 weeks 

- Sports camps increased enrollment  

-Continued Summer reading program with a dedicated program 

specialist.  

-Spirit Stick continues to grow in creativity and adds silliness and 

relations to our camp spirit.  

 

Site/Facility Highlights  

-Tree removal (several dead trees)  

Working with New Castle County Conservation District on creek erosion 

issues 
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Community Connections Highlights  

-A number of scout troops did service hours cleaning trails, painting etc.  

-Webeloõs introduction overnight camping 

-Eagle Scout completed a project on the property  

 -removed down wood, split logs and managed disbursement to Y staff  

-YMCA swim team did service hours preparing for the opening of camp  

-YMCA offered Wednesday night family events  

-Facility was used by the boy and g irl scouts, school groups and church 

groups 

-30 families serve as fall/winter/spring goat keepers  

-Collaborated with Brandywine and Concord High Schools sports to offer 

clinics and conditioning programs for middle and high school athletes  

-Hosted Hanby hor se farm reunion party  

 

Looking Ahead  

-Branch board of governors is reestablishing a subcommittee to look at 

future development of the Hanby site  

-We have a significant number of trees that need to be removed  

-Provide programming for 3 seasons (Spring, Summ er, Fall)  

-Corner house ð what next?  

-Active older adult programs on site  

-More meaningful experience for our oldest group of campers (career, 

passion, volunteering)  

-Reaching out to Boy Scouts to become a site that would offer badge 

options 

-Severe weather options. Weather continues to be a concern  

 

Fraternally submitted,  

 Wayne T. Slack, PMIGM  

 

REPORT OF THE AWARDS AND SPECIAL RECOGNITION  

 COMMITTEE   

 

Awards were presented at the banquet by Most Puissant General Grand 

Master Lawrence O. Weaver. They were awarded as follows:  

 

Adult Leadership  

 

Nancy Evans  

 

Cryptic Mason of the Year  

 

J ohn W. Merkley  

 

Companion of the Council  

 

Barbara Lott  
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THRICE ILLUSTRIOUS MASTERS DEGREE REPORT  

  

The stated Assembly of Thrice Illustrious Masters Council No. 4 was 

held on December 28, 2016 in the Lodge Room of the Masonic Temple, 

108 East Market Street, Newport, Delaware with the following officers 

present:  

 

Thrice Illustrious Master                       Jay C. Bergstrom, MIPGM  

Thrice Illustrious Senior Warden.         James A. Pletz, MIPGM, p.t.  

Thrice Illustrious Junior Warden       Arthur A. Loveless, MIPGM, p.t.  

Thrice Illustrious Recorder -Treasurer  Donald D. Thomas, MIPGM  

Thrice Illus trious Steward                     John B. Dorsey, MIPGM p.t.  

Thrice Illustrious Sentinel                     Lionel D. Hunter, MIPGM  

 

Members of the Council present are as noted in the Register. Thrice 

Illustrious Master Bergstrom welcomed all present and  thanked them 

for coming out this evening.  

 

Because of illness or last minute work conflicts, Thrice Illustrious 

Master Companion Horn and Thrice Illustrious Companion Eberly were 

unable to be with us, while Thrice Illustrious Sobocinski was out of the 

Country. Their stations were well filled by Thrice Illustrious 

Companions Pletz, Dorsey and Loveless.  

 

Illustrious Companion Milton Landis, Illustrious Master of Gunning 

Bedford Council Number 1 and Companion Peter Tyrell, Illustrious 

Master elect of Gunnin g Bedford Council Number 1, were elected as 

affiliated member of the Council.  The Thrice Illustrious Masterõs Degree 

was conferred upon them by the Officers of Thrice Illustrious Masters 

Council No. 4 with M.I.P.G.M. John B. Dorsey, Thrice Illustrious 

Steward Emeritus, assuming his familiar role of Benaiah and Illustrious 

Master Bergstrom presenting King Davidõs Charge.  

 

Thrice Illustrious Master Bergstrom and Most Illustrious Grand Master 

William Lott welcomed the newly affiliated Thrice Illustrious Mast ers 

and presented them with copies of the By -Laws of Thrice Illustrious 

Masters Council Number 4, their permanent membership card and 

Thrice Illustrious Masterõs jewels. 

 

The minutes of the December 29, 2015 meeting were presented in brief, 

together with t he Treasurerõs report, showing a balance, as of November 

30, 2015, of $230.73, and were accepted as presented.  

 

During the past year, the Council lost the following distinguished 

Companions:  Most Illustrious Past Grand Master C. Granville McVey, 

Illustri ous Companion Terrance Van  Gorder and Illustrious Companion 

David Harmon.  
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The following were elected, and/or appointed, to serve to serve Thrice 

Illustrious Masters Council Number 4 for the ensuing year:  

 

Thrice Illustrious Master                             Jay C. Bergstrom  

Thrice Illustrious Senior Warden    James G. Horn  

Thrice Illustrious Junior Warden                 Arthur A. Loveless  

Illustrious Recorder -Treasurer                    Donald D. Thomas  

Thrice Illustrious Steward                 Jae Eberly  

Thrice Illustrious Sentinel                     Lionel Hunter  

 

And were so installed.  

 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on December 28, 2017, 

commencing at 6:45 PM, again at the Newport Ma sonic Temple.  

 

The following distinguished Brethren were in attendance:  

 

Most Excellent David H. Laucius, Grand High Priest of the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Delaware and Intendant General for 

the Division of Delaware, UGIC, Knights of the Red C ross of 

Constantine for the United States of America, Mexico and the 

Philippines.  

 

Right Eminent A. Tony Maxwell, Grand Commander of Knights 

Templar in Delaware.  

 

Right Worthy Mark E. Irwin, Chief Adept, Delaware College, SRICF  

 

The Most Illustrious Grand Master William Lott, with several members 

of his staff, w ere then received into the Council. The Most Illustrious 

Grand Master was received in the East , accorded Cryptic Grand Honors 

and presented with the gavel of authority. The Most Illustrious Grand 

Master expressed the pleasure of being in Thrice Illustrious Masterõs 

Council Number 4, commended the officers on their work and again 

extended a hearty welcome to the new members. He encouraged the 

newly affiliated member to work zealously in their Council f or the 

forthcoming year.  

 

Thrice Illustrious Council Number 4 was closed with harmony 

prevailing by the Most Illustrious Grand Master at 8:00 P.M.  

 

Respectively submitted,  

Donald D. Thomas , MIPGM  

Recorder, TIM No. 4.  
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REPORT OF THE EDUCATIONAL AND LEADERSHIP 

COMMITTEE  

 

This represents the report of the Education and Leadership Committee 

for 2016-2017.  No formal sessions were held to improve York Rite 

Leadership this year.  That said, Grand Visitations as always 

communicated Masonic principles in ge neral and focused on the need to 

1) improve our ritual, 2) encourage attendance at our Communications, 

Assemblies and Conclaves, and 3) endeavor to grow the York Rite within 

our Masonic fraternity.  

 

The Grand Lodge did offer and provide training to improve  Masonic 

knowledge and leadership skills in the Craft lodges.  That training does 

flow indirectly to the York Rite as many of our presiding and upcoming 

officers receive this training.   

 

Of note, the Northeastern Regional Conference attended by the Grand 

High Priest and the Most  Illustrious Grand Master as well as other York 

Rite leaders within the State was of value.  It provided information 

regarding currently available programs and training materials.  In 

particular, the Educational Bureau of the Genera l Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons International offers various materials of interest to 

the York Rite for nominal cost.  Additionally, an òOperations and 

Training Manual for Chapter Officersó is available from the General 

Grand Secretary.   In the absen ce of a budget, the committee did not 

avail itself of this opportunity.  In the future, we recommend that the 

committee be provided with a budget to allow it to hold York Rite specific 

training sessions.    

Fraternally submitted,  

David H. Laucius, Grand Co mmandery Representative and Chairman  

Neal J. Sobocinski, Grand Chapter Representative  

Mark E. Irwin, Grand Council Representative  

 

 

REPORT OF THE JURISPRUDENCE COMMITTEE  

 

The Jurisprudence Committee thanks Most Illustrious William F. Lott 

for his report which was filed on time and with great clarity.  

 

We applaud him for his many visits to our sister jurisdictions to 

perpetuate fraternal relations between our Grand York Rite bodies.  

 

We also applaud him for attending the various Masonic functions, both 

wit hin our grand lodge and other masonic -related bodies.  

 

His removal of himself as chairman of the Sessions Committee, although 

unusual, was not violation of any Masonic regulation.  
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Most Illustrious Grand Master Lottõs recommendations contain no 

violation of any Masonic regulations.  Although well within his power 

and authority to make recommendations, are only òrecommendationsó 

for consideration by his successor and those organizations involved.  

 

His strong efforts towards enforcing recital of the ritual w ithout the use 

of prompts or written manuals is indeed laudable.  For, as he observes, 

it is impressive for new members to see the rituals performed with 

accuracy and precision.  

 

We thank him for his year of service to the York Rite and look forward 

to hi s continued service to the craft.  

 

      Fraternally Submitted,  

James G. Horn , PMIGM -Chairman  

 

Upon motion regularly made, seconded and approved, the Report of the 

Most Illustrious Grand Master was approved.   

 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE  

 

The Finance Committee has reviewed the records of the Grand Council 

for 2016 and finds that Treasurerõs report accurately reflects the 

accounts of the Council.  

 

The account balances totaled $25,426.68 at the end of the fiscal year. 

Receipts of the period totaled $2,32 0.07 and expenses totaled $3,799.99.  

The year resulted in a decrease of $1,432.29 in net worth.  

 

The decrease can be attributed almost in its entirety to the one -time 

purchase of Grand Council Collars and Jewels in the amount of 

$2,145.00. This purchase had been authorized by Grand Council in 1998 

but was not executed until this year.  

 

Our permanent funds total over $11,900 along with the over $12,000 in 

the Operating Fund and provides a return of only .4%. on the savings in 

Capital One Bank. The principa l is safe but the return is low. We 

recommend reinvesting these to provide a greater return of 2.5% or 

more. This would increase our annual income by more than $100 while 

increasing risk only minimally. The Finance Committee will work with 

the Permanent Fu nd Committee and the Grand Treasurer to find safe 

funds to invest in.  

 

The committee recommends that the per capita only be adjusted by the 

$.50 increase from General Grand Council, bringing the total per capita 

to $8.50. We propose the following budget fo r the 2017 Cryptic Year:  
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Description 2014 2015 2016 2017 

 Actual Actual Actual Proposed 
Per Capita $4.50 $7.50 $8.00 $8.50 
Income:      
Annual Returns-per capita 920.00 1,071.75 2,011.00 2,397.00 
Dues Cards 48.90 55.50 98.30 75.00 
Interest 18.87 52.21 48.27 50.00 
Rituals 42.50  12.50   
Misc 22.42     
CMMRF   150.00   

      
Total Income 1,052.69 1,179.46 2,320.07 2,522.00 

      
Expenses:      
Gen. Gd. Council Per Capita 269.00 320.00 582.00 705.00 
Grand Recorder Honorarium 75.00 75.00 75.00 75.00 
Grand Treasurer Honorarium 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 
MIGM Aprons 84.95 181.90 519.00 200.00 
Grand Recorder Office Expenses 403.55 119.36 82.31 125.00 
Postage 21.18 16.66 41.68 50.00 
Website 50.00 40.00 20.00 55.00 
Grand Sessions 1,113.90 320.00 140.00 500.00 
Donations   50.00 50.00 
Grand Council Collar & Jewels   2,145.00 0.00 
Silver Trowel Jewels   115.00 0.00 
Membership Database    287.10 
Grand Session per capita    141.00 
Misc 16.00     

      

      

Total Expenses 2,063.58 1,102.92 3,799.99 2,218.10 

      

Income over Expenses 
-

1,010.89 76.54 
-

1,479.92 303.90 

 
The only significant changes to the budget include providing a larger 

amount to cover Grand Session expenses and the one -time expense to 

setup the Grand Council membership database with the Grand 

Encampmentõs MMS system. The ongoing expense for the database 

should be around $25 per year.  

 

We thank the Grand Recorder/Treasurer for his cooperation and for all 

he does for this Grand Council.  

 
Fraternally submitted,  

James B. Walsh, PMIGM, Chairman  

Arthur Loveless, PMIGM  

 Sheldon Edwards, PMIGM  

 

The committee moved that th e Grand Council set the per capita to $8.50 

(Grand Council - $5.50, Grand Sessions - $.50, General Grand Council - 

$2.50), that the report of the committee be accepted, and that the proposed 

2017 budget be adopted. They were APPROVED.  
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Past Most Illustrious Grand Master  Jay C. Bergstrom  made a motion 

that was seconded and passed to authorize $100 to be used for the annual 

York Rite reception of the  Grand Master of Masons in Delaware.  

 

RECOGNITION OF REPRESENTATIVE OF DISTINGUISHED 

VISITORS  

 

Most Puissant J. Andrew Birdsall from Connecticut rose  and offered his 

thanks for the hospitality and friendship shown him by the Most 

Illustrious Grand Master a nd the Grand Council of Delaware as well as to  

the other visitors.  

  

RECOGNITION OF  

 GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE  

 

Most Puissant  General Grand Master Lawrence O. Weaver  rose and spoke 

to the Companions about what the General Grand Council offers and 

encouraged support for the  Cryptic Masons Research Foundation and the 

good work that it does and the hope it give s for the future.  He also spoke 

of the upcoming Triennial be ing held in Portland in August and 

encouraged all members to attend. He also thanked the Most Illustrious 

Grand Master for the hospitality shown him during the weekend and 

wished all the Companions well.  

 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEES  

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Lott  then discharged all Committees, 

expressing his thanks and that of the Grand Council for all their efforts 

during the past year.  

 

ELECTION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Lott  announced that the  time had arrived 

for the election of Officers for the ensuing Cryptic year.  

 

M.I. Grand Master  A. Tony Maxwell  

R.I. Deputy Grand Master  John D. Hiott  

R.I. Grand Principal Conductor of the Work  G. Thomas Taylor, III  

M.I. Grand Treasurer  Mark E. Irwin, PMIGM  

M.I. Grand Recorder  Mark E. Irwin, PMIGM  

  

The Grand Recorder  then announced the following appointments for the 

ensuing year:  

 

I. Grand Captain of the Guard  Peter Tyrrell  

I. Grand Chaplain  William D. Stephey, Jr.  

I. Grand Conductor of Council  Michael P. Pizzola  

I. Grand Marshal  John A. Eberly  
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I. Grand Steward  Christopher DeAngelo  

I. Grand Sentinel  George Gadsby 

M.I. Grand Lecturer  Neal J. Sobocinski  

M.I. Assistant Grand Lecturer  William F. Lott  

I. Assistant Grand Lecturer  John W. Merkley  

 

The elected and appointed Officers were installed by Most Illustrious Past 

Grand Master  Mark Irwin , with Most Illustrious  Past Grand Master  

Arthur A. Loveless, Jr.  serving as Grand Marshal.  

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master Maxwell was  presented with his Most 

Illustrious Grand Masterõs apron. 

 

 

APPOINTMENTS  

 

The Most Illustrious Grand Master then directed the Grand Recorder to 

read the Committee appointments for the ensuing year. The first named 

to be the Chairman of each Committee:  

 
Jurisprudence  Finance  

James G. Horn, PMIGM*  James B. Walsh, PMIGM*  

Jay C. Bergstrom, PMIGM  Arthur A.Loveless, Jr.,PMIGM  

John A. Eberly  Sheldon L. Edwards, Sr., PMIGM  

 Michael P. Pizzola  

Grand Lecturers   

Neal J. Sobocinski, PMIGM*  Memorials  

William F. Lott, PMIGM  William D. Stephey, Jr. * 

John W. Merkley   

 Constitution & Statutes  

Grand York Rite Youth  Donald D. Thomas, PMIGM*  

Council -G. Thomas Taylor, III *  

Commandery -Harold Heitmann  Gov. Albert T. Hanby Trust  

Chapter -Hunter Walsh  Wayne T. Slack, PMIGM*  

  

Permanent Fund  Awards & Recognition  

William D. Stephey, Jr.*  Neal J. Sobocinski , PMIGM*  

John D. Hiott  Lionel D. Hunter, PMIGM  

G. Thomas Taylor, III  William F. Lott, PMIGM  

  

York Rite Annual Meeting  YR Leadership & Education  

Commandery -Lionel Hunter, PMIGM*  Chapter -Neal Sobocinski, PMIGM*  

Chapter -David Laucius  Council -Mark Irwin, PMIGM  

Council -William D. Stephey  Commandery -Fred Palmer  
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VISITATION SCHEDULE  

 

The schedule of visitations to the Constituent Councils was then 

announced by the Grand Recorder: 

 

Gunning Bedford Council No.1, Wilmington  September 27, 2017 

Adoniram Council No. 2, Dover  November 1, 2017 

Joppa Council No. 3, Georgetown  December 6, 2017 

Thrice Illustrious Mast ers No. 4, Wilmington  December 28, 2017 

  

 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY  

 

On motion regularly made, seconded, and approved, the date of the 92nd 

Annual Assembly of the Grand Council was set  for Saturday, March 10, 

2018, at a place to be determined beginning at 9:00 am.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

 

There being no further business to claim the attention of the Grand 

Council,  it was closed in Ample Form at  11:25 A.M.  by the Most  Illustrious 

Grand Master A. Tony Maxwell .   

                               ATTEST:  

       
Mark E. Irwin, MIPGM  

Grand Recorder  
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MOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND MASTERS  

 

1926 *Harvey W. Bentley  1927 *Royden L. Hammond  

1928 *George O. Fearon  1929 *John McMillan  

1930 *Cornelius E. Beatty  1931 *Herman H. Hanson  

1932 *Harry L. Holson  1933 *Clarence B. Hess  

1934 *J. Wallace Woodford  1935 *Calvin E. Afflerbach  

1936 *Thomas R. Saunders 1937 *John P. LeFevre  

1938 *Marshall M. Carpenter  1939 *Harry W. Kennedy  

1940 *George S. Buhl  1941 *Andrew J. Bock  

1942 *R. Earle Dickey  1943 *William H. Cantwell  

1944 *Charles S. Cahoon  1945-46 *Frank B. Newell  

1947 *Harry R. Craig  1948 *James Carswell  

1949 *M. Haswell Pierce  1950 *Walter L. Conway  

1951 *George E. Vandegrift  1952 *J. Ralph Carey  

1953 *Harry V. Holloway  1954 *Irwin R. Murray  

1955 *Howard C. Barlow  1956 *Henry S. Young  

1957 *J. Henry McDonnell  1958 *Stephen E. Hamilton  

1959 *Percy W. Gardner  1960 *Alfred E. Yeaton  

1961 *F. Irving Crow  1962 *Charles E. Green  

1963 *Emerson Keeler  1964 *Raymond A. Howard  

1965 *John J. McClearnen  1966 *Chester C. Coffin  

1967 *Rhey H. Smith  1968 *Warren R. Gray  

1969 *C. Ray Scarborough  1970 *Ernest H. Martyn  

1971 *Samuel A. Wise  1972 *A. Warren Wheatley  

1973 *James L. Crouse  1974 *John M. Johnson  

1975 *E. Paul Wootten  1976 *Richard H. Thomas  

1977 #James H. Durrill  1978 *Dallas E. Marvel  

1979 *Charles W. Barkins  1980 *Paul E. Hurter  

1981 *James H. Hutchins  1982 *Raymond M. Savage  

1983 *Henry G. Law  1984 *W. Thomas Musser  

1985 Donald D. Thomas  1986 *Lewis J. Blackwell  

1987 *Harry M. Sullivan, Jr.  1988 *Horace G. Patterson, Jr.  

1989 *C. Granville McVey  1990 *T. Eugene Womach  

1991 *Richard A. Scarlott  1992 *Maynard H. Mires, Jr.  

1993 James A. Pletz  1994 *Haywood I. Buck, Jr.  

1995 Charles H. Lengel, Jr.  1996 John B. Dorsey  

1997 Mark E. Irwin  1998 Franklin R. Townsend  

1999 Sheldon L. Edwards, Sr.  2000 *William J. Littel  

2001 *Albert H. Westerside  2002 *Archie W. Bethard, III  

2003 Wayne T. Slack  2004 *Charles J. Conley  

2005 James R. Herrington  2006 Charles T. Hart  

2007 *Richard L. Weaver  2008 Arthur A. Loveless, Jr.  

2009 James B. Walsh  2010 *Gilbert E. Greenfield  

2011 *Robert A. Benson  2012 James G. Horn  

2013 Neal J. Sobocinski  2014 Jay C. Bergstrom  

2015 Lionel D. Hunter  2016 William F. Lott  

2017 A. Tony Maxwell    
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GRAND TREASURERS  

 

1925-27 *John McMillan  1927-33 *Harvey W. Bentley  

1933-52 *John McMillan  1953-66 *James Carswell  

1967-68 *Paul Yearsley  1969-80 *Alfred E. Yeaton  

1981-86 *Chester C. Coffin  1987-91 *Henry G. Law  

1992-94 *C. Granville McVey  1995 Donald D. Thomas  

1996-00 *C. Granville McVey  2001 G. Thomas Taylor, III  

2002-03 John B. Dorsey  2004-08 Wayne T. Slack  

2009-13 Sheldon L. Edwards, Sr.  2014- Mark E. Irwin  

 

 GRAND RECORDERS  

 

1925-38 *Marshall M. Carpenter  1938-39 *Harvey W. Bentley  

1939-56 *Marshall M. Carpenter  1957-64 *Alfred H. Coe  

1965-70 *Raymond A. Howard  1971-72 #Lawrence B. Jones  

1973-75 *John J. McClearnen  1976-80 *Henry G. Law  

1981-91 *C. Ray Scarborough  1992-94 *Henry G. Law  

1995 *C. Granville McVey  1996-99 Donald D. Thomas  

2000-02 Mark E. Irwin  2003-04 James T. Ruby  

2005-07 Franklin R. Townsend  2008 Wayne T. Slack  

2009- Mark E. Irwin    

 

* - Deceased    # - Suspended 

 

 RECIPIENTS OF THE  

 GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL  

 CRYPTIC MASON OF THE YEAR AWARD  

       

1975 *Chester C. Coffin  1976 * Raymond A. Howard  

1977 * James L. Crouse  1978 * Henry G. Law  

1979 * C. Ray Scarborough  1980 * Robert Parke, Jr.  

1981 * Samuel B. Rash, Jr.  1982 * Lewis J. Blackwell  

1983 * J. Norman Nicklas  1984 * Richard A. Scarlott  

1985 *C. Granville McVey  1986 * John A. Irwin  

1988 James A. Pletz  1989 * James Richardson  

1990 Charles H. Lengel, Jr.  1991 * Haywood I. Buck, Jr.  

1992 John B. Dorsey  1994 John N. Phillos  

1996 James T. Elliott, Jr.  1997 *Maurice C Barnes  

1998 Eugene R. Small  1999 David F. Coady  

2000 *James A. Johnson  2001 Jon B. Cottrell  

2006 James G. Horn  2007 Robert A. Benson  

2012 John D. Hiott  2013 John A. Eberly  

2015 Kenneth C. Weaver, Sr.  2016 James L. Ferguson  

2017 John W. Merkley    
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 RECIPIENTS OF THE  

 GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL ADULT LEADERSHIP AWARD  

 

1983 * Marion C.T. Townsend  1984 * J. Norman Nicklas  

1985 David B. Craig, Jr.  1986 *James H. Hutchins  

1987 Sheldon L. Edwards, Sr.  1988 Benjamin F. Lloyd, Jr.  

1989 James A. Pletz  1990 Franklin R. Townsend  

1991 * Walter D, Wagner  1992 Eugene R. Small  

1993 George W. Taylor  1994 Robert R. Hiddeman  

1996 Donald E. Rosenberry  1997 G. Thomas Taylor  

1998 Mrs. Bernice G. Newth  1999 J. David Goss  

2001 Edwin Newth          2002 Carol & Herb Fulmer  

2006 Bronwyn Millman  2007 George C. Dutton  

2012 Ron Keller  2013 David Painter  

2015 Carl Wenke  2016 Marie Gruwell  

2017 Nancy Evans    

              

     

RECIPIENTS OF THE  

 GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL MEDAL OF HONOR  

 

 *Henry G. Law, MIPGM - 1993 



  

 
38  

 GRAND REPRESENTATIVES    

Near  Delaware  State or Province  From  Delawar e 
Eugene R. Small  ALABAMA  Theordoe E. Youwer  

Donald F. Taylor  ALASKA  Russell A. Kenderick  

 ARIZONA  David W. Blood  

 ARKANSAS  Wesley M. Newton  

James A. Pletz  CALIFORNIA  Brett A. McDonald  

Samuel L. Mellin  COLORADO  Darrell Tygart  

Wayne T. Slack  CONNECTICUT  William F. Lott  

John B. Dorsey  DIST. of COLUMBIA  Scott M. Applebee  

 EASTERN CANADA  Cecil E. Decker  

Donald D. Thomas  ENGLAND & WALES  Robert Keith Hind  

Jon B. Cottrell  FLORIDA  Charles Lee Hollinger  

 GEORGIA  Bobby L. Byrd  

Sheldon L. Edwards, Sr  GERMANY  Walter E. Eichen  

 GREECE  John D. Melidonis  

Charles T. Hart  HAWAII  Thomas L. Wilkerson  

 IDAHO  M. William Echo  

James T. Elliott, Jr.  ILLINOIS  James W. Patton  

G. Richard Ward  INDIANA  Robert F. Price  

Wayne T. Slack  IOWA  George R. McCormick  

 KANSAS  F. Earl Riley  

 KENTUCKY  William J. Brown  

Franklin R. Townsend  LOUISIANA  Archie A. Cline, Jr.  

 MAINE  Robert V. Damon  

 MARYLAND  Clifton R. Friel  

Warren F. Schueler, Sr.  MASSACHUSETTS  Wayne L. Robbins  

Charles H. Lengel, Jr.  MICHIGAN  James M. Kiefer  

 MINNESOTA  Steven Score 

C. William Tulloch  MISSISSIPPI  Phillip Wesley Hobson  

Franklin R. Townsend  MISSOURI  Alvin Gerstenschlager  

 MONTANA  Theodore Hiltz, Jr.  

 NEBRASKA  Abbott George Burkeu  

John B. Dorsey  NEVADA  William G. Roberts  

Neal J. Sobocinski  NEW HAMPSHIRE  Thomas G. LaBerge  

 NEW  JERSEY  Robert J. Sheridan  

 NEW MEXICO  John E. Smith  

 NEW YORK  Richard J. Kessler  

Mark E. Irwin  NORTH CAROLINA  Nicholas W. Taylor  

 NORTH DAKOTA  Cory R. Lien  

James B. Walsh  OHIO  Michael Douglas Cecil  

Jay C. Bergstrom  OKLAHOMA  Charles F. Gillentine  

Charles T. Hart  ONTARIO  Donald Kline  

G. Thomas Taylor  OREGON  Robert E. Hoffmaster  

 PENNSYLVANIA  William L. Bryan  

Randall C. Mullen  PHILIPPINES  Evaristo A. Leviste  

 RHODE ISLAND  Raymond E. Hassell  

 SOUTH CAROLINA  Wilson C. Hardee  

 SOUTH DAKOTA  Milton Edny  

 TENNESSEE  Earl Ronald Creech  

James R. Herrington  TEXAS  Gary D. Dixon  

 UTAH  William J. Westbrook  

James Teal VERMONT  Guy Oldenburg  

 WASHINGTON  Vance Whippo  

 WESTERN CANADA  John F. Dobell  

 WISCONSIN  Clarence A. McElmurry  

Wayne D. Mower  WYOMING  Mark D. Wells  
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GRAND COUNCILS  RECOGNIZED BY  

THE GRAND COUNCIL OF DELAWARE  

 

ALABAMA  MONTANA  

ALASKA  NEBRASKA  

ARIZONA  NEVADA  

ARKANSAS  NEW HAMPSHIRE  

CALIFORNIA  NEW JERSEY  

COLORADO  NEW MEXICO  

CONNECTICUT  NEW YORK  

DISTRICT of COLUMBIA  NORTH CAROLINA  

EASTERN CANADA  NORTH DAKOTA  

ENGLAND & WALES  OHIO  

FLORIDA  OKLAHOMA  

GEORGIA  ONTARIO  

GERMANY  OREGON  

GREECE  PENNSYLVANIA  

HAWAII  PHILIPPINES  

IDAHO  RHODE ISLAND  

ILLINOIS  SCOTLAND  

INDIANA  SOUTH CAROLINA  

IOWA  SOUTH DAKOTA  

KANSAS  TENNESSEE  

KENTUCKY  TEXAS  

LOUISIANA  UTAH  

MAINE  VERMONT  

MARYLAND  WASHINGTON  

MASSACHUSETTS  WESTERN CANADA  

MICHIGAN  WISCONSIN  

MINNESOTA  WYOMING  

MISSISSIPPI   

MISSOURI   

  

  

Grand Recorder names and addresses can be found at the General Grand 

Council Website:    

 
http://www.ggccmi.org/index.php/grand - council -

recorders  

  

  

  

  

  

http://www.ggccmi.org/index.php/grand-council-recorders
http://www.ggccmi.org/index.php/grand-council-recorders
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 RETURNS OF CONSTITUENT COUNCILS  

 Gunning Bedford Council No.  1 

 Wilmington  

 

 Date of Charter: October 1, 1918  

 Stated Assembly: Fourth Wednesday of each Month  

 Closed: June, July, August, and December  

 

 OFFICERS  

 

Peter Tyrrell  Illustrious Master  

G. Thomas Taylor, III  Deputy Master  

Fred Palmer  Principal Conductor of the Work  

Michael H. Downey  Treasurer  

Franklin R. T ownsend, MIPGM  Recorder 

William D. Stephey, Jr.  Captain of the Guard  

Ruben Kelly  Conductor of the Council  

John Chobrda  Steward  

Philip M. Console  Chaplain  

Erich Krauss  Sentinel  

 

GREETED  

 

Lawrence H arvey Biederman  Henry George Wolfe, Jr.  

Mark Kenneth Button  Philip Michael Console  

Erich William Krauss  

 

REINSTATED  

 

None 

 

DEMITTED  

 

None 

 

SUSPENDED  

 

None 

 

DIED  

 

Charles Depfer  Scott Lengel  

Benjamin Lloyd  W. Thomas Musser, PMIGM  
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 Adoniram Council No. 2  

 Dover 

 

 Date of Charter: September 9, 1924  

 

 Stated Assembly: First Wednesday of each Month  

except October ð Second Wednesday 

 Closed: June, July and August  

 

 OFFICERS  

John D. Hiott, PIM  Illustrious Master  

Justin Sauble  Deputy Master  

John A. Eberly, PIM  Principal Conductor of the Work  

Lionel D. Hunter, PIM  Treasurer  

Lionel D. Hunter, PIM  Recorder 

G. Richard Ward, PIM                      Captain of the Guard  

Robert Williams                   Conductor of the Council  

Albert Lambertson                       Steward  

James Ferguson , PIM Chaplain  

Jonatha n Rehm, Jr.                       Sentinel  

 

 GREETED  

 

Charles Moller  Maurice Little  

 

AFFILIATED  

 

None 

 

REINSTATED  

 

None 

 

DEMITTED  

 

None 

 

SUSPENDED  

 

Robert Williams  John Zucchero 

 

DIED  

 

Harold Brode  Herman Cohee  Marvin Cosden  

David Harman  Earl Good  
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Joppa Council No. 3  

 Georgetown 

 

 Date of Charter: September 9, 1924  

 

 Stated Assembly: First Tuesday of each Month  

 Closed: June, July and August  

 

 OFFICERS  

Christopher D. DeAngelo  Illustrious Master  

Hunter R. Walsh  Deputy Master  

Geoffrey A. Fox  Principal  Conductor of the Work  

James B. Walsh, PMI GM Treasurer  

William F. Lott , MIGM  Recorder 

W. Frederick Horn  Captain of the Guard  

George Gadsby, PIM                       Conductor of the Council  

John W. Merkley , PIM  Steward  

Richard Mickles, PIM  Chaplain  

G. Thomas Taylor, III , PIM                Sentinel  

 

GREETED  

 

Robert J. Karafin  Michael W. Travers, Sr.  

 

REINSTATED  

 

None 

 

AFFILIATED  

 

None 

 

DEMITTED  

 

Thomas W. Campbell  

 

SUSPENDED  

 

Jason C. Thorton  

 

DIED  

 

Charles N. Jackson  



  

 
43  

 Thrice Illustrious Masters Council  No. 4  

 Wilmington  

 

 Date of Charter: March 14, 1992  

 

 Stated Assembly: December  

 

 OFFICERS  

Jay C. Bergstrom , MIPGM  Illustrious Master  

James G. Horn , MIPGM  Senior Warden  

Arthur A. Loveless, Jr. , MIPGM  Junior Warden  

Donald D. Thomas, MIPGM  Treasurer -Recorder 

John A. Eberly , PIM Steward  

Lionel D. Hunter, M IPGM  Sentinel  

 

 AFFILIATED  

 

Milton Landis   Peter Tyrrell  

 

DIED  

 

C. Granville McVey , PMIGM  Terrance Van Gorder , PIM 

David Harman , PIM  
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Grand Council Register  
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MASONIC CALENDAR  

 

Ancient Craft Masons commence their era with the creation of the world, 

calling it ANNO LUCIS (A.L.), "in the year of light." Add 4000 years to the 

common era. Thus 2017 plus 4000 = 6017 

 

Scottish Rite, same as Ancient Craft, except the Jewish Chronology  is 

used, ANNO MUNDI (A.M.), "in the year of the world." Add 3760 years to 

the common era. Thus 2017 plus 3760 = 5777. After September add 

another year.  

 

Royal Arch Masons date from the year the second temple was commenced 

by Zerubbabel, ANNO INVENTIONIS (A.I.), "in the year of discovery." 

Add 530 years to the common era. Thus 2017 plus 530 = 2547 

 

Cryptic Rite (Royal and Select Masters) dates from the year  in which the 

temple was completed, ANNO DEPOSITIONIS (A. Dep.), "in the year of 

the deposit." Add 1000 years to the common era. Thus 2017 plus 1000 = 

3017. 

 

Knights Templar commence their era with the organization of their order, 

ANNO ORDINIS (A.O.), "in the year of the order." From the Christian era 

take 1118. Thus 1118 from 2017 = 899. 

 

Order of High Priesthood dates from the year of the blessing of Abraham 

by the High Priest, Melchizedek. ANNO BENEFACTOR (A.B.), "in the 

year of the bless ing." To the Common era add 1913 . Thus 2017 plus 1913 

= 3930. 

 

******************************************************************  

Prior to 1947, the Annual Assembly was always held on the first Wed -

nesday in October. Most  Illustrious Grand Master Frank B. Newell was 

elected to that office on October 3, 1945, and served until January 15, 

1947.  At the Annual Assembly that was held on the third Satur day on 

January, 15, 1977 Most  Illustrious Grand Master James H. Durrill was 

elected to that office and served until March 1 1, 1978, the first Annual 

Assembly that was held on the second Saturday in March.  



 
 

 

 
 

47 

  

 OFFICERS OF  

 THE GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS OF DELAWARE  

 2017 

 
M.I. Grand Master  A. Tony Maxwell  

1304 West 13th  St. #2, Wilmington, DE  19806  302-793-4972 

  

R.I. Deputy Grand Master  John D. Hiott  

9166 Willow Grove Rd., Camden -Wyoming, DE  19934  302-697-1050 

  

R.I. Principal Conductor of the Work  G. Thomas Taylor, III  

105 Pigeon Run Dr., Bear, DE  19701  320-383-8298 

  

M.I. Grand Treasurer  Mark E. Irwin, PMIGM  

6420 Shutt Road, Spring Grove, PA  17362  443-750-0842 

  

M.I. Grand Recorder  Mark E. Irwin, PMIGM  

6420 Shutt Road, Spring Grove, PA  17362  443-750-0842 

  

Ill. Grand Captain of the Guard  Peter Tyrrell  

9 Calwell Dr., New Castle, DE  19720 302-521-7852 

  

Ill. Grand Chaplain  William Stephey, Jr.  

8 Tamarack Ave., Wilmington, DE  19805  302-373-1620 

  

Ill. Grand Conductor of the Council  Michael P. Pizzola  

24655 DuPont Highway, Georgetown, DE  19947  302-249-7282 

  

Ill. Grand Marshal  John A. Eberly  

109 Tucket Circle, Dover, DE  19904  302-218-4184 

  

Ill. Grand Steward  Christopher DeAngelo  

29023 W. Oak Dr., Millsboro, DE  19966  302-519-3652 

  

Ill. Grand Sentinel  George Gadsby  

29162 Log Cabin Hill Rd., Lewes, DE  19958  302-644-7557 

  

M.I. Grand Lecturer  Neal J. Sobocinski, PMIGM  

209 Mangum Drive, Bear, DE  19701  302-834-5213 

  

M.I. Assistant Grand Lecturer  William F. Lott, PMIGM  

PO Box 186, Dagsboro, DE  19939  302-732-3068 

  

Ill. Assistant Grand Lecturer  John W. Merkley  

24304 Beaver Dam Dr., Seaford, DE  19973  302-629-6258 
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GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL OFFICERS  

2014-2017 

ELECTIVE  

 

Lawrence O. Weaver  ................................................ General Grand Master  

      19433 Prospector Ter., Oregon City, OR  97045  ............... 503-518-9129 

 

Sid Leluan, III  .............................................. Deputy General Grand Master  

      2206 N. Country Club Rd., Tucson, AZ  85716 -2832 ........ 520-325-1122 

 

Monty J. Glover  ........................................ General Grand P.C. of the Work  

      87-1069 Anaha St., Waianae, HI  96792 -5407éé..éé.808-381-3202 

 

Charles L. Hollinger  ............................................ General Grand Treasurer  

      125 Angelo Rd. SE, Palm Bay, FL  32909  ......................... 321-676-2575 

 

David A. Grindle  .................................................... General Grand Recorder  

      PO Box 93, Hayden , ID  83 835-0093 ................................. 208-870-8397 

 e-mail : ggr@ggccmi.org 

 APPOINTIVE  

Rev. E. Jeffrey Craig......................  .............. General Grand Chaplain -West 

Rev. Charles M. Roberts......................  ......... General Grand Chaplain -East  

Robert A. L. Whitfield  ...................... General Grand Captain of the Guard  

Norman R. Draine  ............................. General Grand Conductor of Council  

Douglas O. Fegenbush  ........................................... General Grand Marshal  

L. Alvin Hill, Sr. ........................ .............................. General Grand Steward  

Robert W. Malwitz  .................................................. General Grand Sentinel  

Charles Wagner  ............................................................. Aide-de-Camp-East  

Larry N. Flowers, Sr.  ................................................ Aide-de-Camp-Central  

Bryan D. Bechler  ........................................................... Aide-de-Camp-West 

Joseph F. Zito  ............................................................... Aide-de-Camp-South  

 

Douglas E. Connell . ............... NE Regional Deputy General Grand Master  

      142 Woodhave Rd., Woonsocket, RI  02895-2731 ............. 401-767-2123 

 

Charles A. McCollum.  . NE Regional Asst. Deputy General Grand Master  

      71 Eunice Pkwy., Stratford, CT  06615 -6647 .................... 203-375-3990 

 

********************************* ********************************* * 

The Ninety -Second Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic 

Masons of Delaware will be held at place to be determined, on Saturday, 

March 10, 2018, at 9:00 A.M.  

****************************** *********************** **************  


